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Kr ishna Bhakt i in Belfast  cit y cent re
 Queens University Belfast, established in 1845, attracts students 

from around the world. Our bi-monthly programmes at the Women?s 

Resource & Development Agency offer them, and all the students in 

this area, an opportunity to relish a genuine spiritual environment. 

They get to experience a simple, transcendental method of meditation ? 
the chanting of the Hare Krsna mantra and they hear about Krsna and 
share delicious lacto-vegetarian spiritual food - Krishna prasad. Our 
programmes at 6 Mount Charles attract up to thirty people, half of whom 
are students, enjoying their first contact with Krishna consciousness.
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To relocat e or  not ?
Int erview  w it h Bhakt i Prabhava Swam i

 Question: In recent years there has been some speculation about whether or 
not the temple building in Dunmurry will be sold and a new property 
purchased in the centre of Belfast. Will this relocation take place?   

  

Thank you for your question. In December 2017 the General 
Assembly of Trustees considered the idea of relocating the 
temple building to the city centre. When I became involved 
as Temple President, at the end of January this year, I 
decided to research the viability of such a project. 

In 2004 I opened a centre in Brussels, a city with a population 

of 1,175 million residents. According to Google, Belfast has 280,211 residents ? a 

quarter of the population of Brussels. On Sundays the Brussels centre, presently 

situated near the European Parliament, attracts about thirty congregational 

members, half of whom are from an Indian background. Considering this, we 

would expect to have about eight attendees at our ISKCON Belfast Sunday feast. 

However, we receive on average fifteen guests and sometimes more, which is not 

bad when compared to Brussels. One reason for this is that our centre in 

Dunmurry has been established for many years. We receive unexpected visitors 

there almost daily.
   

Of course, the greatest potential for spreading Krishna consciousness in Belfast 

lies around the university area of the city. Our outreach programmes at 6, Mount 

Charles, are starting to attract students, an audience we are unable to reach in 

Dunmurry. Therefore, it is recommended that we establish regular programmes in 

this area. Buying a property in this area would cost a lot more than the value of 

the property in Dunmurry. Even if we were to receive significant donations for 

opening a preaching centre in that area, it may bring us into conflict with the 

neighbours, as history has shown. Following a court order in the mid-1980s, we 

were forced to sell our property because of complaints about the loud chanting 

and the constant flow of people passing through. At our Dunmurry property we 

can have kirtans and hold lectures without disturbing the neighbours.  2



 An important aspect of our preaching is the daily, early-morning programmes, 
including Srimad Bhagavatam class. This is nourishing the spiritual lives of 
congregational devotees who attend regularly. The temple building in Dunmurry is 
fully paid for and owned by ISKCON Belfast. Despite a number of necessary repairs, 
most of which are presently being carried out, the building is in a good condition. 

 Taking the above challenges into consideration, we are choosing to organise 

programmes in the city, using Dunmurry as a base to operate from. Of course, the 

temple also has other functions such as offering Sunday Feast programmes and 

regular evening Bhagavad-gita classes. Many senior devotees visit us and offer 

inspiring seminars and classes in Dunmurry and Mount Charles. That may be more 

difficult to organise if we relocate to a smaller house in a residential area because 

we would have insufficient space to accommodate guests. 

  The congregational members have certainly been affected by and, to a certain 

extent, divided over the move of Sri Sri Radha Madhava to Leicester. When I moved 

from Leicester to Belfast, Sri Sri Radha Madhava returned to Belfast in the form of 

my personal deities. Our most magnificent Sri Sri Panca Tattva Deities remain the 

official deities of ISKCON Belfast and Sri Sri Radha Madhava will join them on 

Janmastami, the celebration of Lord Krishna?s appearance in this world more than 

five thousand years ago, and on Radhastami, the celebration day of the Lord?s 

eternal consort. Both of these celebrations will take place in September 2018.  
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Visit  of  His Grace Navadvipa Chandra Das

ISKCON Belfast has had the special honour of hosting His Grace Navadvipa 

Chandra Prabhu for two weeks in June this year. Navadvipa Chandra Prabhu is a 

sastric teacher who focuses on the teaching of Srimad Bhagavatam. Based at 

the Bhaktivedanta Manor, our main temple in the UK, he presents his very 

popular Bhaktivaibhava courses on a weekly basis. The Bhaktivaibhava course 

is the study of the first six cantos (books) of the Bhagavata Purana. Besides his 

teaching assignments, Navadvipa Chandra Prabhu is the man behind the Manor 

Media project, broadcasting live TV and radio classes from the Bhaktivedanta 

Manor, as well as an archive of audio lectures presented by senior devotees - 

ht t p:/ /m anor .m edia/hom e/ .

During his visit Navadvipa Chandra prabhu offered wonderful morning Srimad 

Bhagavatam classes, evening Bhagavad-gita classes and Sunday feast lectures. 

He joined other devotees on harinama, chanting Lord Krishna?s names in Belfast 

city centre, and gave a lecture at the Women?s Resource & Development Agency, 

6, Mount Charles, on the evening of Friday, 22 June. His contribution to our local 

preaching has been amazing and he is welcome to return soon.

By Bhakt i Prabhava Swam i
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Please consider donating to the temple by setting up a Monthly direct standing 
order with your bank. 

ISKCON Belfast:  Ulster Bank, Account no: 40933052, Sort-code 980590  

Suppor t ing ISKCON Belfast
an opportunity to serve Lord Krishna
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