
A Purpose Driven 

Temple
Giriraj Swami: One night, while I 

was sleeping on the roof of the 

gurukula building, one of 

Prabhupada's assistants came and 

woke me up. Immediately so many

thoughts rushed through my mind: 

Is Prabhupada leaving? Is 

something wrong? He said, 

"Prabhupada is calling you". So I 

rushed into Srila Prabhupada's 

room. Every word of Srila 

Prabhupada's was so full of 

meaning because one never knew, 

one thought that, whatever 

Prabhupada said, may be his last 

words or last instructions.

Srila Prabhupada asked me, "Do 

you think the movement will go on 

after I go?" And I said, "Yes, as 

long as we are sincere, chant our 

rounds and follow the regulative 

principles, it will go on." And then 

Srila Prabhupada, with great 

difficulty because he was so sick 

and so weak, pronounced the 

words "intelligence and 

organisation”.

 In his diary “Prabhupada’s Final 

Days” Tamala Krishna Maharaja 

writes on 12 November 1977:

“In the evening, Prabhupada talked 

a long time with Svarupa 

Damodara. Around 11:30 p.m., he 

complained of pain in his left 

thigh…” It is significant that Srila 

Prabhupada had extensive talks 

with Svarupa Damodara Maharaja 

on preaching strategies only three 

days before his departure.

Srila Prabhupada’s example shows 

the importance of developing 

preaching strategies, either 

international or local. This prompts 

us to think about a clear purpose 

for our ISKCON Belfast temple. A 

congregational temple needs to 

take care of all levels of spiritual 

practitioners and seekers. These 

levels are described in Bhagavad-

gita 12.8-12. The spiritual path of 

realising one’s innate spiritual 

identity is summarised in verse

18.65:

“Always think of Me, become My 

devotee, worship Me and offer 

your homage unto Me. Thus you 

will come to Me without fail. I 

promise you this because you are 

My very dear friend.”

The stages indicated by this verse 

are to first think of Krishna (man-

purified, become a devotee (bhava 

mad-bhakto) and engage in

namaskuru). Attracting people to 

the process of bhakti yoga also 

begins with making others think of 

Krishna. How can we do that? The 

first method is harinama-sankirtan, 

chanting Lord Krishna’s names in 

public. Each Saturday, during 

harinama, the devotees distribute 

flyers for our outreach events and 

invitations to the Sunday feast 

programme at our temple.
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Our harinama team chanting Krishna’s names and distributing 

flyers in Belfast city centre on Saturday the 17 November 2018.



Secondly, organising outreach 

programmes, especially within 

student areas of the city centre, is 

an important way to attract people. 

For several years, we have been

presenting an outreach programme 

every six weeks. These now take 

place on Saturday evenings, in one 

of the rooms of the Women’s 

Resource and Development Agency 

at 6 Mount Charles.

The outreach event consists of 

Kirtan and a short lecture on a 

This is followed by the honouring 

During these outreach events 

people come into contact with 

Krsna by hearing His holy name, 

Srila Prabhupada’s books. They 

also have a chance to buy Srila 

Prabhupada`s books. Some of them 

come to the Sunday feast and others 

look forward to attending the next 

city-centre event.

It is important to keep these events 

going. In 1992, after meeting the 

devotees for the first time, I 

attended an event organised by the 

devotees in a rented hall in Ghent. 

It was organised in the same way, 

and I found it very inspirational. 

Actually, this formula was 

introduced by Srila Bhaktivinoda 

Thakura. When Bhaktivinoda 

Thakura travelled from village to 

village, during his work as Deputy-

Magistrate for the British Raj, he 

developed a network of nama-hatta, 

which literally means: “the name 

right in your home”. He would 

inspire local people to hold regular 

gatherings in their houses, inviting 

people to chant Krishna’s holy 

names, hear the Vaishnava 

of Srila Bhaktivinoda’s main aims 

was to spread Krishna 

consciousness from village to 

village; his dream was to establish 

a global Vaishnava community, an 

ideal realised many years later by 

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 

Prabhupada. In Belfast, we envision 

the application of Srila 

Bhaktivinoda’s Nama Hatta system 

by organising regular home 

programmes in houses of devotees 

or friends of Krishna in different 

parts of the city.



Organising festivals is another 

opportunity to address the needs of 

our congregation. These festivals 

are well attended and they attract 

our regular congregations members 

as well as visitors and many friends 

from the local Hindu Community.

Newcomers who participate in these 

events receive inspiration and often 

become inquisitive about the 

process of becoming Krishna 

conscious. For them, we offer a 

regular Sunday afternoon bhakta-

course at 2.30pm. This course 

presents the basics of transcendental 

knowledge and explains the 

devotees` daily devotional practices.

Among the topics discussed are the 

five themes of  , the 

five most potent devotional 

practices, the importance of 

transcendental knowledge, the 

acceptance of a spiritual master, the 

meaning of ekadasi, how to offer 

food, etc. This course is also open 

to devotees who want to get deeper 

insights into their daily practices.

The Bhakta course 

participants/graduates will then be 

invited to engage in regular service 

for the temple and to attend, when 

possible, the Wednesday and Friday 

evening 

morning Srimad Bhagavatam 

classes.

The above unrivalled strategy needs 

to be combined with a good mentor-

system. Nitai Sacinandana Prabhu, 

our most senior brahmacari who is 

gloriously serving  the ISKCON 

Belfast congregation, is mentoring 

several aspiring and young 

devotees. Also, I am available to 

support anyone who requires 

spiritual counselling and support. 

As the congregation grows a 

mentorship system could gradually 

be developed.

These are the ways in which we are 

attempting to serve and assist all 

those who are sincere in watering 

the seed of devotion dormant in 

their hearts by hearing and chanting. 

Then they can develop blissful 

Krishna consciousness and attain 

eternal service to the lotus feet of 

Lord Krishna in the eternal realm of 

Goloka Vrindavana in the spiritual 

world. 



A Transcendental 

Embassy
Srila Prabhupada often compared 

our temples to Embassies of the 

spiritual world. It is our duty to turn 

the temple building into a place 

where the mode of goodness is

prominent. Keeping the temple 

room, prasadam rooms, the kitchen 

and guest rooms very clean is part 

of the plan to invoke the 

atmosphere of Vaikuntha. 

Cleanliness is next to godliness. 

Early in December eight doors on 

the first floor were repainted and 

the ceiling in the prasadam room 

has been partially re-plastered and 

painted. Syamasundar Bhagavan 

Prabhu donated a new chandelier 

for the prasadam room and replaced 

some of the wall lights. In addition, 

Vasudeva Krishna Prabhu washed 

the walls in the temple room and 

did some deep cleaning.

 

VAISHNAVA CALENDAR & UPCOMING EVENTS JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2018

25 December 2018 [Tuesday] Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura -- Disappearance

-- morning kirtan at ISKCON Belfast followed by prasadam

1 January 2019 [Tuesday] Fasting for Saphala Ekadasi - kirtan at ISKCON Belfast followed by prasadam

6 January 2019 [Sunday] Sri Locana Dasa Thakura - Appearance

8 January 2019 [Tuesday] Srila Hiva Goswami - Disappearance

12 January 2019 [Saturday] WRDC, 6 Mount Charles, Belfast at 6:30 pm “Yoga of the body, mind and soul” 

by Bhakti Prabhava Swami

16 January 2019 [Wednesday] Ganga Sagara Mela

17 January 2019 [Thursday] Fasting for Putrada Ekadasi

18 January 2019 [Friday] Break fast 8:34 am to 11:14 am - Sril Jagadisa Pandita - Appearance

26 January 2019 [Saturday] Sri Jayadeva Goswami - Disappearance

27 January 2019 [Sunday] Sri Locana Dasa Thakura - Disappearance

31 January 2019 [Thursday] Fasting for Sat-tila Ekadasi

1 February 2019 [Friday] Break fast 08:13 am to 11:09 am

9 February 2019 [Saturday] Vasanti Pancami. , Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura - Disappearance, Srila 

Raghunatha Dasa Goswami - Appearance

12 February 2019 [Tuesday] Sri Advaita Acarya - Appearance [Fast today]

13 February 2019 [Wednesday] Bhimastami

14 February 2019 [Thursday] Sri Madhavacarya - Disappearance

15 February 2019 [Friday] Sri Ramanujacarya - Disappearance

16 February 2019 [Saturday] Varaha Dvadasi: Appearance of Lord Varahadeva

(Fasting till noon with feast tomorrow) - Fasting for Bhaimi Ekadasi {fasting till noon for Sri

Nityananda, with feast tomorrow)

17 February 2019 [Sunday] Break fast 07:41 am to 10:59 am

Nityananda Trayodasi - Appearance of Sri Nityananada Prabhu (fasting is done yesterday, today is feast).

Supporting ISKCON Belfast, 

an opportunity to serve 

Lord Krishna

Please consider donating to 

the temple by setting up a 

Monthly Standing Order with 

your bank.

ISKCON Belfast 

Ulster Bank 

Account No: 40933052

Sort-Code: 980590
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Upcoming events

4 Hour Kirtan - 25th of December and 1st of January

“Yoga of the body, mind and soul” by Bhakti Prabhava Swami - 12th of 

January 


